Great Online Reading Resources

The following websites are great to keep reading in the summer.  Johns Hopkins University’s Center for Summer Learning calls this the “Summer Slide.”  According to their research, a child can learn 2.6 months of grade level equivalency in mathematical computation skills over the summer months.  And, they can lose up to 3 months of learning during the summer.

Some ways to keep learning during the summer are: 

1. Brain Quest quiz games (an adult passenger in the car can quiz the children.  These are divided by grade level)
2. Family games such as:  Apples to Apples, Visual Eyes, Scattegories Jr., and Outburst Jr.  Older children may also enjoy chess and scrabble.

3. Parents should model reading in the home and set aside time to read to and with your child.  Children are never too old to be read to.

4. Keep a journal or get a pen pal for the summer. Parents should not critique or grade the writing during these free writing times.  This should be a time when the children feel free to explore writing and concentrate on content.  

5. If you plan to travel during the summer, purchase travel books about your destination and have the children help plan places to go, things to see, and how to get around.  They may also want to keep a special vacation journal.

6. Most of all, learning should be fun during the summer!!!  Let children read books that are simply for fun or below their level to encourage more reading.

Below are some websites that can help the whole family get involved in literacy during the summer.

1. www.rif.org RIF has a section for families. The ideas range from birth through adult and include ideas for the whole family.
2. www.guysread.com  This website has books that encourage boys to read.  There are ideas for books that will appeal to a variety of “guy” topics.
3. www.readwritethink.org This is a great resource for information for parents.
4. www.magickeys.com This has storybooks that are online.  You can sit at the computer and read.
5. www.childrenslibrary.org This website has books in all languages that are available to view online.  It does not read to you but gives an idea of stories that are popular across the world.
6. www.lexile.com If you know your child’s lexile, this website will recommend a variety of books for that level.
7. www.literacytrust.org.uk  Another parent resource
8. www.howstuffworks.com  This website explains how just about anything works.  It has sections for electronics, autos, science, etc.  This is great non-fiction reading
9. www.storylineonline.net Actors and actresses read stories to kids.  You can view the pages of the books and listen to someone else read.  Books are on many levels.
10. http://school.familyeducation.com This gives a list of books by subject, age level, grade level, etc.  Great resource for new book ideas!!
11. www.ala.org  American Library Association; Resource for parents.
12. www.kidsread.net  Books recommended by age.  There is also a summary provided so that you can decide for or against books before you purchase or check them out from the library.
13. www.surfaquarium.com There is a section for parents
14. www.bookadventure.com This site includes book lists, sections for kids and parents, and children are able to take quizzes on book similar to RC.
15. www.educationworld.com Great ideas for parents.  Look for EdWorld at Home on the home page
16. www.papertoys.com Kids are able to print out and make things by following the directions given.  (examples include: Eiffel Tower, space shuttle, Harley Davidson Motorcycle)
