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Writing Peer/Self-Editing Checklist
Check each item off as it has been completed.

BASIC REQUIREMENTS – The minimum requirements 
· This paper is on the required topic.
· This paper is five paragraphs or more in length.

· This paper contains a good introduction that captures the reader’s interest and clearly introduces the topic.

· This paper contains at least three paragraphs that support the topic.

· This paper contains a clear conclusion paragraph that summarizes the main points, predicts and outcome, or promotes the reader to think more about your topic or take some action.

· OPTIONAL: The final paper includes illustrations or pictures that support the text.
IDEAS AND CONTENT – Focused, clear, and specific.  It keeps the reader’s attention.
· I know a lot about this topic and added interesting tidbits.

· I showed what was happening instead of telling.

· My topic was small enough to handle.

· I can easily answer the question, “What is the point of this paper/story?”

WORD CHOICE – Extremely clear, visual, and accurate. I picked the right words for the right places.
· My words are colorful, snappy, vital, brisk and fresh. 
· All the words in my paper fit. Each one seems just right.
· Look at all my energetic verbs!

· Some of the words and phrases are so vivid the reader won’t soon forget them.

CONVENTIONS – Mostly correct. There are very few errors in my paper.

· My spelling is accurate.

· I have used capitals correctly.

· Every paragraph is indented to show where a new idea begins.

· Periods, commas, exclamation marks, and quotation marks are in the right places.

· My grammar/usage is consistent 
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ORGANIZATION – Clear and compelling. I have chosen an order that works well and makes the reader want to find out what comes next.
· My beginning grabs the reader’s attention and gives clues about what is coming.

· Every detail adds a little more to the main idea or story.

· My details are in the right place.

· I ended at a good spot. I have a strong conclusion or ending.

VOICE – Really individual and powerful. My paper has personality and sounds different from the way anyone else writes.
· I have put my personal stamp on this. It’s me!

· Readers can tell I’m talking right to them.

· I write with confidence and security.

· My paper is full of feelings and the reader will know how I feel.

· Nobody else sounds like this.

SENTENCE FLUENCY – Varied and natural. The sentences in my paper are close and delightful to read out loud.
· Some are long and stretchy. Some are short and snappy.

· It’s easy to read my paper out loud. I love the sound of it!

· Sentence beginnings vary.
· Good sentence sense. My sentence flows.
Comments or suggestions
Based on the Student Friendly Writing Rubric at http://www.middleweb.com/
